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ASSOCIATION DUES
Expenses Covered














Property management services
Grounds upkeep
Landscape and tree care
Snow removal
Master insurance
Maintenance and repair
Bookkeeping services
Sanitation and recycling
Golden Valley utilities (water, sewer, etc.)
Office supplies
Legal
Tax preparation
Contributions to capital reserve

Payment Policy
Monthly Association fees are due at the 1st of each month. Checks or money orders should be
made payable to Briarwood Patio Homes Association, Inc. Partial payments will not be accepted
without prior arrangement. Payments should be mailed to:
P.O. Box 27457
Golden Valley, MN 55427-0723
If your bank offers auto pay, you can set Briar Wood up as a payee and send fees that way.

Fees and Increases
A late charge of $25 may be assessed per occurrence if the monthly fees are not paid by the
10th of the month. Late charges will accrue monthly on fees and special assessment payments
outstanding. Delinquency notices will be issued after three (3) months delinquency and
collection proceedings will be initiated. All costs associated with collection (attorney fees, court
cost, etc.) will be assessed against the homeowner. A service fee will be charged for checks
returned by the bank.
The Board of Directors may adopt monthly fee increases of up to 10%. Increases of more than
10% and all special assessments require a ⅔ vote of homeowners present (or by proxy) at an
annual or special meeting.
Other fines may be applied at the Board’s discretion, after a warning. For example, in the past,
fines have been applied to homeowners after animal waste, insufficient funds checks, and
vehicle repair on common driveway violations.
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LEGAL DOCUMENTS
You should receive a copy of the legal documents from the previous owner before the home is
handed over to you. If you do not have a copy, contact your realtor or the Briar Wood Board.
There will be a $100.00 charge, should you require a new printed copy from the Board. These
documents may also be found online at https://briarwoodpatiohomes.org.

THE HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION
Annual Meetings
Annual meetings for homeowners are held at the beginning of the fiscal year. You will receive a
notice of the meeting, including a proxy vote assignment in case you cannot be present. If you
are unable to attend the scheduled meeting, use the proxy as instructed in the notice.
In order for a meeting to be held, a 35% majority of homeowners - known as a quorum - must
be present. Completed proxies count toward the quorum.

Monthly Board Meetings
The Board of Directors meets monthly throughout the year. Homeowners are always welcome
to attend these meetings. If you are interested in attending a meeting, please verify with a Board
member for the exact location and time. If you have specific questions or concerns, please
submit them in writing to the Board President prior to the meeting.

Newsletters and Website
Newsletters are published periodically by the Board and are distributed either to your home,
email, or you may read them on our website, briarwoodpatiohomes.org. Additional information
and news may be added to the website more frequently.
If you have an item or suggestion that you would like included in the newsletter or on the
website, please contact the Board at briarwoodhood@gmail.com.

OWNERSHIP
Briar Wood consists of 76 units on Unity Avenue. Resident ownership, which is recorded on
your deed, includes your unit, patio and furnace area, and your garage.
The Association maintains roof and fence repair or replacement, unless damage is caused by
an owner. The Association also does repair/replacement of siding and fascia as necessary. Any
repair of foundations is the responsibility of the homeowner.
You, the owner, are responsible for any damage or problems caused by you or your guests.
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OCCUPANCY
Units shall be used by owners, occupants, guests exclusively as a private, single family
residential dwelling and not for transient, hotel, commercial purposes. No more than five unrelated persons can occupy a residence per Golden Valley, MN code.
An owner/occupant may maintain a home occupation with restrictions. Refer to Association
Legal Documents declaration page 12, #7.4.

Leasing
See Legal Documents Declaration page 12, #7.5 for full requirements.
Leasing is permitted; some of the requirements are listed here.
-

Lease shall not be for less than six months or used for short term rentals.
The Association shall, prior to occupancy, receive a written copy of the lease.
The lease must include an addendum statement that tenants have received a copy of
the Association Rules and Regulations.
All tenants must be screened by a reputable screening organization.
In addition to your required homeowner’s HO6 policy, all tenants must carry personal
property and liability insurance.
The association must receive the names and telephone numbers of all tenants.
The City of Golden Valley requires a rental license which is the responsibility of the
homeowner.

INSURANCE
The Association carries a master policy for replacement of buildings and garages. This policy
has a deductible of $5,000 which is owner responsibility. The deductible amount may change
periodically. Homeowners must carry an HO6 policy to cover the deductible, personal property,
betterments and improvements made to the unit, sewer backup, and liability on the premises.
The HO6 policy must also contain a loss assessment clause. The Association provides
insurance information to homeowners as needed.

ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES
All plans for work outside your home must be submitted to the board for approval. For example,
replacing your patio, storm door, exterior lights, etc. will require submitting a written request to
the Board for review. This process is important to maintaining architectural consistency
throughout our complex. For this reason, windows, patio doors and storm doors must be dark
brown and exterior lights are to be black, with lights remaining within the carriage style.
(continued, next page)
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(ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES, CONTINUED)
Windows and doors are the responsibility of the homeowner.
Replacement and maintenance of garage door operation (e.g., opener, tracks, door panels, etc.)
is the homeowner’s responsibility. Garage doors must match in color and style to existing doors:
flat paneling without decorative molding or accents. Flat panel steel doors are acceptable.
Notify a board member if painting is necessary; they will provide the exact color so you may
purchase paint to match exactly.
Patio gates may be installed at the owner’s expense. New gates must match existing gates in
style and color. The owner of a gate assumes full responsibility for its painting and repair.

Antennas
Antenna used for amateur (“ham”) radio, CB radio, or other radio services, a hub to relay signals
among antennas, or a dish greater than 1 meter in diameter cannot be installed anywhere
visible from outside, without prior Board approval.

Satellites
Homeowners are permitted to have a satellite dish installed, per FCC regulations. Briar Wood
has a list of optimal locations for each unit.
The Board requires that you have your satellite dish professionally installed, and provide the
installer with our guidelines below:







Antenna mounted in the patio areas are recommended to have their wires buried until
entry into the unit.
If the antenna is mounted on a building, wiring should run along and under the eaves
and enter the unit in an area as inconspicuously as reasonably possible.
Wiring should be of a complementary color to the building, which may require painting it.
All exterior wires should be firmly attached to the building.
Appropriate steps should be taken to assure a water-tight seal at the point where the
wiring enters the building.
Dish covers are permitted as long as they are a neutral color and do not have markings
on them.

The homeowner is responsible for repairing the installation site after a satellite dish is removed.

Fireplaces and Chimneys
All interior workings of fireplaces are the responsibility of the homeowner. The Association
requires that all fireplaces, if used, be inspected every three (3) years. Any repair or
replacement of flue tiles is the homeowner’s responsibility. The Association will maintain the
exterior brick chimneys on West Unity. All prefabricated chimney ductwork inside the attic on
the roof area is the responsibility of the homeowner. Verification of inspection must be provided
to the Property Manager or a Board member.
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(ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES, CONTINUED)

Furnaces, Air Conditioners, & Hot Water Heaters
The area inside the fence that encloses your furnace and air conditioner unit is the responsibility
of the homeowner. Furnace/AC repair and replacement is the homeowner’s responsibility.
Clear leaves, snow, weeds, and brush from and around the furnace for the best efficiency and
to meet fire code standards. Check and change the inside filter every month for optimum
efficiency.
Hot water heaters are also the responsibility of the homeowner. Heaters over 10 years old
should be considered for replacement since drains do not exist for them.

Plumbing
Plumbing problems involving the plumbing inside of your home (i.e., water heater, sinks, toilets,
dishwasher, etc.) are the responsibility of the homeowner. Exterior faucet repairs that are
exclusive to your usage, are also your responsibility. Faucets for common use are the
responsibility of the Association.
Watch for bulletins from the Property Manager each fall regarding outside water operation.

Master Water Shut-off
Each building has only one master water shut-off. Homeowners must arrange with the owner of
the unit containing the shut-off prior to plumbing repairs. Notification needs to be given to all
building residents with the date and time water will be turned off. It is prudent not to arrange
such repairs before 9:00 a.m. or after 5:00 p.m. Refer to Briar Wood building numbers map for
the water shut-off location for your building.

LANDSCAPING AND COMMON GROUNDS
Areas outside of patio fences are considered common area, therefore any landscaping or
planting done here must have prior Board approval. Submit requests and plans in writing to a
Board member. Trees inside patio areas are the homeowner’s responsibility.

SIGNAGE
Signs such as “For Sale,” “For Rent,” or any other display advertising are not permitted. “Open
House” signs are permitted only on the day of the open house.
For safety purposes (City Code Chapter 7), all signs must be located at least 15 feet from all
property lines and 10 feet from any driveway.
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PARKING
●
●
●
●

No vehicles can be parked on common area driveways and fire lanes.
No vehicles can be operated or parked on any unpaved common area.
Vehicle repair and maintenance other than washing is prohibited except inside garages.
Homeowners are responsible for damage due to oil or gasoline leakage in common
areas.
Parking violations may result in towing of the vehicle at the vehicle owner’s expense
without notice.

The following vehicles are prohibited from parking in any Briar Wood common area:
● vehicles over ¾ ton capacity
● recreation vehicles including travel trailers
● motor homes
● boats
● utility trailers
● inoperable, unlicensed, or abandoned vehicles
Vehicles parked on Unity Avenue need to be moved within 72 hours or they will be towed by
Golden Valley.

West Side of Unity
Common area parking lots on the west side of Unity Avenue shall be used only by residents and
guests in buildings 1 - 5 and no more than one (1) vehicle per unit shall be parked in a lot. One
parking space is provided for each unit. All other vehicles must be parked in your garage or on
the street. Do not block sidewalks or entries. Be sure to communicate this policy to your guests.

East Side of Unity
Each unit on the east side of Unity Avenue is limited to a maximum of two (2) vehicles per unit
parked side-by-side in front of your garage. Additional cars can be parked on the street.

Snow
Vehicles parked in lots must be moved as soon as possible after snowfall to allow access for
snow removal. Further guidelines for snow removal from driveways and sidewalks will be
provided yearly.
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SANITATION AND RECYCLING
Sanitation and recycling bins should be put out no earlier than the night before pickup. Empty
containers should be returned to garages on the same day as pickup.
Residents are responsible for all charges related to removal of large items such as appliances,
carpet, mattresses, etc. Disposal must be arranged in advance with the sanitation company.
You will be charged directly for these services.
All household hazardous or recyclable items can be dropped off at the Hennepin County Citizen
Waste Drop and Reuse Center at 8100 Jefferson Hwy in Brooklyn Park (Hwy 169 and 77th Ave
N.). Call 763-348-5485 for more information.
Days and times of sanitation and recycling services will be provided to new owners and tenants.
Any changes to the schedule will be distributed to all residents.

PETS
Briar Wood abides by Golden Valley’s pet rules, which are available on their website. One
important ordinance states that it is unlawful for a pet to make excessive noise (occurring
repeatedly over at least a five minute period). Be respectful of your neighbors and ensure your
pet is quiet.
Residents may have up to three pets. When outside, all dogs and cats must be leashed.
Outdoor animal waste must be picked up immediately by the owner; fines may be incurred for
violation. See legal documents for additional information: page 14, #7.8.

RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Bicycles, bikes with training wheels, and skateboards are not permitted on sidewalks or
paths in common areas (except on Hennepin County trail).
Playing in common area drives is not permitted.
Balls should not be thrown against buildings.
Basketball court hours are 10:00 a.m. – dusk.
Tents, wading pools, and water slides are not permitted in common areas.
All toys, bikes, etc. must be stored inside your patio or garage.
Recreational fires and fire pits are not allowed.

Communal Pool
The pool typically opens Memorial Day weekend, but opening day may vary depending on the
weather. A pool notice with pool rules will be dispersed annually, prior to opening weekend.
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NOISE
Loud noise (stereos, TVs, parties, musical instruments, etc.) is not permissible before 10:00 am
and after 10:00 pm. Be respectful by placing speakers on unshared walls instead of common
interior walls shared with neighbors.

COMPLAINTS
Complaints regarding other residents must be in writing and given to a Board member. The
name of the complainant will not be revealed outside of the Board without permission. The
Board’s decision will be given to the complainant, and an appeal in person or in writing may be
made at the following Board Meeting.

SELLING AND MOVING
Homeowners must notify the Property Manager and/or the Board of intent to sell or move. You
must also provide a forwarding address, telephone number, the listing agency, and salesperson.
When selling, you must supply copies of the Association Legal Documents, as well as the Briar
Wood Rules & Regulations (this document) to the realtor and potential buyers. If additional
paper copies are needed, you may contact the Property Manager or a Board member and they
can provide you a new hard copy for a $100.00 fee. These documents may also be found
online at https://briarwoodpatiohomes.org.
All dues and assessments must be paid prior to closing.
The Property Manager is the point of contact for the completion of selling documents.
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Appendix: building numbers map
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